i$2   LIFE AND WORK IN BENARES AND KUMAON.
During the cold weather of 1856-57 I spent some
weeks in travelling with my family in the country tc the
east of Benares, on the Calcutta road. We left the high-
road and made our way, as I have already mentioned, to
Rohtas Gurh, a famous abandoned fortress on the top of
a hill. In some of the villages to which I went to preach
the Gospel the bitterest feeling was shown, especially by
young men, towards our rule and religion. In one place
the feeling manifested was so bitter that I thought they
were prepared to lay violent hands on me. I remember
remarking more than once, as I returned to the tent
weary and worn out in body and mind, that a strange
feeling was coming over the people, which I had never
previously observed, and that I feared dark days were
approaching.
THE  OUTBREAK   AND  PROGRESS   OF THE MUTINY.
At Berhampore, more than a hundred miles above
Calcutta, and Barrackpore, a few miles from it, the Sepoys
broke into open mutiny, which led to the leaders being
executed and their regiments disbanded The outbreak-
at these places made a painful impression on the entire
English community, and created deep anxiety. That
anxiety was increased by the reports received from day
to day of the mutinous spirit shown by the Sepoys all
over the country. We were told of midnight meetings,
insolent conduct, and incendiary fires. The most san-
guine could not but fear that we were entering a calami-
tous period. The most hopeful were those officers who
had been long with native regiments, and were sure
that whatever others might do, their men would remain
staunch.
At length, on May ioth, the storm burst out at Meerut